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Issue 8 - June 2021Hello to all of our

There are lots more fabulous 
articles for you to read including 
the beginning of a series about The 
Davison Home in Ainthorpe.
A reminder about the categories in our 
Gardening Competition (you can enter as 
many as you wish)
1. Tub
2. Border
3. Hanging Basket
4. Rose
5. Full Garden (back or front)

Our people, including staff and volunteers, 
can enter into as many categories as they 
wish.

We aim to photograph your entries during 
July and judging in August. Please tell Amy 
and Tina if you would like to enter and in 
which categories. 

Thank you very much to the people who 
have given generous donations to our In 
Touch magazine.

Here’s to lots more sunshine and smiles!!

Stay safe. 
~ Debbie x
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 wonderful people!

(Continues page2.)

A Stitch in Time . . . 
Alice’s Story

If you visit my house you may be surprised to see my collection of 
knitted dolls. There must be at least 33 of them altogether and they 
are waiting to be collected when it is safe to do so and then sent to 
their new homes. It all began when a partner at bridge told me that she 
sponsored a child who lives overseas. She then showed me a pattern 
for a knitted doll and told me that they are given to children who have 
never seen or owned a doll of their own. I enjoy knitting but due to 
having a poorly arm at that time, I asked a friend if she would like to 
help me and when she kindly agreed to do so, I gave her some wool. 
When she had finished, I stuffed them and stitched on their faces so 
each one is different. It is lovely to think that these dolls will bring 
comfort to children if they have to spend time in hospital. They sit on a 
stool that was made by a man who has no fingers waiting in their bags 
until they are collected.

I am very fond of toys and still have a beautiful pot doll that my mum 
bought me one Christmas. It cost 12/6d which was a lot of money in 
those days and I used to enjoy playing with it. She now lives in a drawer 
and I have always intended to knit new clothes for her.

When I was young I had to spend a lot of time in hospital and on one 
occasion I learnt that a woman who was also a patient was making 
some teddy bears for charity. Unfortunately, she had arthritis so was 
finding it hard to make them. I offered to complete one for her and 
unknown to me my brother purchased it from her to give to me for my 
birthday.

Our In Touch magazine is free, however 
we would greatly appreciate any 
donations to support the design/printing 
costs. You can donate through Tina and 
Amy or by bank transfer - please ask 
for details, or send a cheque to Revival 
North Yorkshire CIC, New House Farm, 
Westerdale, Whitby, North Yorkshire, 
YO21 2DY. Thank you very much.
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Volunteer of the Month...

I would like to nominate Chris Law, one of your team, for her kindness 
to me during this Covid crisis. Nothing is too much trouble to her; a 
prescription from the surgery or, if she’s going into town, the phone will 
ring asking if she could bring me anything. Meals are delivered as near to 
time as possible - fish and chips piping hot! She even has a way of finding 
out when your birthday is and popping a card through the letterbox! All 
these helpful things to ease us oldies’ through the crises.

Well done Chris! ~ From ‘An Oldie.’

We received a letter from a very grateful person who 
would like our fabulous volunteer Chris Law to be 
recognised for her care and concern.

Nothing we do would be possible without our amazing team of volunteers. 

Who is your volunteer of the month and why?
Please contact Debbie 07970 955407

I have a special bear called Luka. I bought him from a teddy 
bear shop in Llandudno as I fell in love with him as he had a 
lovely face. His label says his name, that he was born on 1.1. 
2001 and reads ‘I have joy in my heart’.  He has a bag with a 
little stone inside which has the Word JOY painted on it and 
he sits on the back of the settee wearing a little jacket that is 
the type I crochet for premature babies.

I also love penguins and it is nice that as my telephone 
friend, Val and I both like toys, old things and nostalgia we 
have plenty to talk about.

Note from Val:- I was delighted to pay a doorstep visit to 
Alice and was even more thrilled when she gave me some 
beautiful knitted and crochet gloves that she had made 
as a gift for me as I had mentioned during one of our 
conversations that I always have cold hands. `

Chris Law

Above: Luka from Llandudno. 

Music

It all started back in 2012 when I went to my son Richard’s 
ukulele club down south. I must have enjoyed it as I bought 
an instrument not long after. There wasn’t a local club up here 
on the Moors so I thought I’d start one. My good friend Miles 
Keith agreed to help, probably against his better judgement at 
the time! He’s what you’d call a ‘proper’ musician and ukuleles 
are often dismissed as just a fun instrument. This proved a wise 
decision as I couldn’t have done it without him.

The Fox and Hounds in Ainthorpe have a games room, plenty 
of beer on hand and was an obvious choice as a venue so it all 
began one snowy night in February 2013. To our surprise about 
a dozen hardy souls turned up, foolhardy some might say! A few 
more came the following week and we were on our way. 

The thing about the ukulele which has made it so popular in 
recent times is that it’s small and therefore easily portable, 
cheap to buy and has just four strings so it’s easier to play than a 
guitar. Learn just 3 chords they say and you can play a thousand 
songs! Not quite there yet but we’ve now got nearly 150 in our 
song book!

Miles and I are ably supported in the running of the club by other 
founder members and friends: Philip and Lesley Stonehouse 
and later Noel Baumber who plays the bass with Sue Marvel 
on percussion. We even have a cajon player – look it up! Dave 
Chapman helped teach some of the beginners the basic chords 
and the club grew from strength to strength. There are now 
around 40 members mostly from Castleton and Danby but some 
from further afield including Jack who travels all the way from 
Flamborough! 

Our first gig was held at The Grapes pub, Scaling Dam in 
November 2013. For starters we were amazed to just be doing a 
gig let alone one which people had paid good money to attend. 
We were even more amazed that it raised £800 for Marie Curie. 
Many more gigs have followed at village halls, local shows, 
birthdays and weddings with around £17,000 in total being 
collected so far for charitable causes. The Club now raises funds 
for the Great North Air Ambulance, a vital service for all of us 

who live on the Moors. Most importantly, we’ve been having 
great fun and making lots of wonderful memories. We even 
have a few groupies!

Due to Covid we’ve not been able to meet face to face since 
March 2020 but we’ve continued our weekly club nights on Zoom 
and have a very active Whatsapp group. We’ve even managed 
to keep our fundraising going with a couple of YouTube videos 
which raised over £700 for the Air Ambulance. We’re aiming to 
meet outside soon and hopefully before too long inside. 

We’ve come to realise over the years that the Eskuleles is far 
more than just a music club. We were asked by Esk Moors Caring 
a couple of years ago to carry out a survey of our members. Here 
are just a few of the comments they made: “It’s so much fun; such 
a supportive and friendly atmosphere; made many new friends; 
highlight of my week; love the banter; so many characters; never 
thought I’d play a musical instrument or perform in public; 
discovered hidden talent; improved my self-confidence; helped 
me through difficult times.”

We’re looking forward to getting back together again. It’ll feel 
like just one big family reunion!

Strumming and having fun with
the Eskuleles

Cheque presentation to the Air Ambulance.

Danby Show 2017.

Chris Millns describes why he founded the Eskuleles and how they have gone from strength to strength.

Above: Raising funds for the Air Ambulance.
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It was the year 2000, the dawn of the new millennium. Both our 
sons were now men and had independent lives of their own. 
We were embarking on a new phase in our life. After a great 
deal of searching we had decided to move further into the 
North Yorkshire countryside and had bought a large, empty old 
building. Our plan was to create three dwellings, one of which 
we would live in.
So it was that on 4th March 2000 we moved to Ainthorpe. It was 
a bright, cold morning and just as the removal men unloaded 
the last of our furniture, it was growing dark and began to snow 
lightly.  We unpacked some essentials, some food, a kettle and 
a few pans and a two ring camping stove. As said earlier it was 
an EMPTY building, there was water, electricity, lots of toilets, 
several baths and even a shower for disabled people, but no 
cooker and no heating. We were however undaunted and 
excited to be at last in this lovely valley with a new life before us.
It was going to be a case of living on the bare essentials at one 
end of the house while builders worked on the other end - after 
all it was large enough.  At the end of a very long and busy day 
we made up our bed and retired happily for a much needed 
sleep. But unfortunately our sleep was disturbed. It was so very, 
very cold; we piled on more blankets and still we were cold. The 
house had not been lived in for years and the whole fabric of the 
place needed to be heated through.
The next day we arose to a silent, snowy landscape; it was so 
beautiful and we rushed to put on our boots to go for a short 
walk. 
We had bought the house through Middlesbrough Borough 
Council who was acting on behalf of the Trustees for the Davison 
Home. We had never heard of “The Davison Home for Crippled 
Children”, neither did we realise that we had bought a piece of 
social history of both Middlesbrough and the local area. All this 
was to change over the next months!
The house was very large, rather like a youth hostel, having a 
long corridor with rooms off on either side. It had stood empty 
for several years and had an air of neglect. Every worthwhile 
sign of the original Edwardian architecture had been removed 
and replaced over the years by utilitarian council workmanship. 
So we started a long period of renovation and refurbishment to 
bring the house back to life, albeit not as one house but three.
Although ‘cripple’ is not now an acceptable term, it has been 
retained as it was the contemporary terminology.
Naming the houses was not a problem. The half of the house 
that we intended to live in we decided, must retain the original 
Davison name. By calling it Davison House we hoped to always 
keep the connection with the Children’s Home. The authorities 
had removed most of the records of the home, but attached 
to the wall in the vestibule on display there were six ornate 
Edwardian style commemorative plaques; both brass and gilt, of 
varying sizes, dedicated to those benefactors who had passed 
away. One such person was Jane Beckwith, a local lady, herself 
a ‘cripple’ who bequeathed £1500.00 and which we think was 
the largest donation to the Home. Consequently we decided to 
name the other half ‘Beckwith House’. The bungalow which was 
built much later for the Matron and her family became ‘Matron’s 
Cottage’.
There was not a garden as such at Davison Home. The kitchen 
garden on the plot next door had long gone and now has a large 
smart house built on it. On the south side immediately behind 
the house was a concrete and tarmac playground with some 

Heather Mather from Ainthorpe introduces the story of The Davison Home which will 
continue in forthcoming issues.

The Story of The Davison Home
large old play equipment and a large concrete outbuilding. 
Beyond that was the paddock where the goats had been kept. 
Our garden therefore had to be planned from scratch. The 
concrete and tarmac was removed and top soil bought in and 
then we could begin to plant borders etc.
As we were working on the garden we kept finding toys. There 
were old ‘dinky’ cars and trucks, there were many toy soldiers, 
lots and lots of marbles, Lego and all kinds of body parts from 
dolls. We still come across them when we are digging even now, 
reminding us of the many children who had been here before 
us.
During that first summer we met the first of the many people 
who came by to find and gaze at the ‘Home’, the place where 
they had spent perhaps a few weeks or months as a child and 
which had had a lasting effect on them. As we chatted to them 
we began to learn bit by bit about the impact the Davison Home 
had had on their lives.
The first lady we met, Carol Clarke, came to the Home several 
times during the summer in the 1950s from age five years and 
told us that she had loved coming to the Home. Her first job on 
waking was to milk the goat and later her job was to wait for 
the postman. Carol thought it was a joyful place full of laughter 
from 7 am to 7 pm.
One very hot summer day, soon after we moved in, a lean, very 
elderly walker stopped by and related his story to us. He told us 
that he had been here as a child in the 1930s and remembered 
how they had walked most days.
Without exception, people remember being taken in a group 
for long walks accompanied by one or two carers.
As we met local people and got to know them, we found that 
some had worked at Davison Home or ‘the Cripples Home’, as it 
was known locally. Some of the older residents still refer to it as 
‘the Cripples Home’!  They talked to us, giving us a picture of the 
home as a work place and we realised that in later years Davison 
Home was one of the largest employers in the valley. The stories 
they told us were often quite poignant. Some remembered 
individual children and one or two had kept in touch through 
the years! 
Although we only have names of a few hundred of the children 
who stayed at Davison Home during its 69 years of existence, 
this is still less than 2% of the estimated 14,500 to 16,500 
children who came to stay.
Local people were interested and pleased to see the old and 
abandoned ‘Home’ being brought back to life, albeit as domestic 
properties. Several had worked at Davison Home and told us 
anecdotes about their times with the children.
Realising in 2005 that it was 90 years since the Home opened 
its doors to the children of Middlesbrough and wondering who 
would still be around in another 10 years, we decided to have 
an ‘Open Day’, described later. Our Open Day was a milestone 
which produced many more memories. We felt it important to 
record them all and began more research and so a book was 
proposed and the centenary year of the opening of Davison 
Home seemed a very fitting time to publish it.
The personal memories from those whose lives were affected 
by the Home, whether they were children or staff will be here 
for you to read in our history. There will of course still be many 
that are undiscovered and we will always be happy to learn of 
them.

Davison Home was built in 1915 as a Respite Home for 
the Crippled Children of Middlesbrough. However the 
seeds of the idea came from the Settlement Movement.

The Middlesbrough Settlement 1892 – 1989
Around the time of the industrial revolution, social reformers 
such as William Booth 1829 -1912, founder of the Salvation Army 
and Seebhom Rowntree 1871-1954, chocolate manufacturer 
and social reformer, highlighted some of the causes of poverty 
in their studies.
Some Oxford undergraduates spent their summer vacation in 
London studying the poor and so the “settlement movement” 
began.

At the beginning of the 20th century, life was very different 
from that of today. How many young people can visualise life 
in down-town Middlesbrough all those years ago? It was a hard 
life for the many working class people. Those who have lived 
their lives in the lovely and relatively peaceful Esk Valley may 
find it particularly difficult to comprehend.

In the densely populated, industrialised conurbation of central 
Middlesbrough at that time, the environment was heavily 
polluted by the concentrated industry that engulfed the town. 
The air was thick with the dust and grime from the iron works 
and factories and from the smog created by thousands of 
domestic coal fires which were the only source of heating in the 
tightly clustered back-to-back street houses. For most working 
class families the housing was cramped, damp and insanitary. 
There was great poverty and hardship particularly for large 
families struggling to get by. Poor diets and lack of sunlight 
caused disabling rickets. Polio and Tuberculosis of the bones 
were also very common and again caused disablement.  Dirt 
and pollution caused lung disease and other health problems. 
Children often succumbed to these very serious and life 
threatening diseases. 

The newly formed Women’s Congregational Settlement 
in Middlesbrough appointed Miss Lizzie Harris as Lady 
Superintendent in 1892. It was her task to assist the church in 
its work with the poor, especially women and girls. With little 
help and no premises Lizzie enthusiastically set about her work, 
visiting and gaining the trust and respect of the community.  
In 1908 Mr Stead, an industrialist of Redcar, offered a personal 
donation of £1000 towards the building of a hall in memory 
of his late wife who had been the treasurer of the Settlement 
committee. The new Settlement Hall was duly opened by Lady 

Memories of a Moorland Children’s Home - 
How it all began

Bell in 1909. The Settlement was supported financially by Mr 
Stead and other benefactors of Middlesbrough who were now 
recognising the achievements of Lizzie and her colleagues. 
Amongst these achievements were: - a nursery school, cookery 
classes and literacy classes to teach the wives of the working 
men to read and write and later the founding of scout and 
guide groups. The Settlement was also a place to meet socially, 
chat and enjoy music. The lives of the families of workmen were 
much improved, especially the women and children by the 
good work of the Settlement Movement.            

The Cripples’ Guild
Below: Cripples’ Play Hour.

Miss Lizzie Harris (Superintendent of the Settlement) gathered 
together a group of crippled children at Settlement Hall in 
1901 for daily work and play. The project began in a small way 
under the name of the “Cripples Parlour”. The group soon grew 
and as numbers increased it was decided to raise monies to 
acquire the property next door. This was achieved and the large 
ground floor room was fitted out by the Guild with equipment 
for teaching skills such as: shoe making, cobbling, typing and 
basket making for the children with limited abilities. The aim 
was to provide those not fit enough to work in the iron works 
with skills suitable to equip them for alternative employment. 
The group was renamed “The Cripples Guild” and proved 
very successful, so much so that many of the pupils did find 
employment and as such became productive members of 
society and bringing great satisfaction to themselves. The guild 
was managed independently from the Settlement and also 
provided, or helped to fund, the purchase of surgical boots, 
callipers and crutches. During the 1912 strike the Guild provided 
those crippled children whose fathers were out of work with a 
dinner six days a week at the Settlement Hall plus food at their 
homes on Sundays.

From the early days a number of organisations showed a strong 
interest in the good work of the Cripples’ Guild; Middlesbrough 
Football & Athletic Club and Saltburn High School raised 
valuable funds for the guild.

Mr Thomas Dormand Stewart was a business man and a great 
supporter and benefactor of the ‘Middlesbrough Settlement’ 
and the Cripples’ Guild and later the Davison Home. Both he 
and his wife were active members of the Methodist Church 
and very charitable members of society. He became Mayor of 
Middlesbrough and donated Stewart’s Park to the people of 
Middlesbrough. 

Above: Smog in Middlesbrough.

(Continues page6.)
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Mr Robert Collinson Davison was a director of Dormand 
Stewart’s company and also a very good friend.  He always 
dreamed of a respite home for these crippled children. The 
aim of the Home was “to enable the children to enjoy fresh air, 
quiet surroundings, good and abundant food and appropriate 
exercise.” 

Sadly, Mr Davison passed away in 1912 at the early age of 46. 
However the idea of such a home was carried forward by his 
family and friends. So determined were they to improve the 
health of the children and despite the fact that the country was 
at war, the Davison Home was built and opened in 1915.  The 
land had been provided by Amos Hinton, a prominent grocer 
and businessman from Middlesbrough.

Davison Home was purpose built in 1915 as a Respite Home 
for the Crippled Children of Middlesbrough. It was built in 
Ainthorpe, adjoining Danby in the rural North York Moors far 
away from the iron and steelworks of Middlesbrough. It was 
a large airy Edwardian building located by itself on a grass 
track near the Church of England school. The building was far 
superior to the small street-houses that the children came from 
in Middlesbrough.

The Davison Home was opened on 28th April 1915. At the 
opening ceremony Miss Harris said, “We had often longed for 
a house to which to send these children, and it hardly seemed 

possible that the dream has been realised, and as we looked 
at the glorious view of hills and valleys, and felt the keen 
invigorating air, imagination could easily picture the immense 
boon that such a Home might bring.”

The Home was managed by an Executive Committee.  Miss E 
Harris (Superintendent of the Settlement) was the Secretary 
and the only salaried person on the committee. For many 
years the Home was funded by more than 70 subscribers plus 
donations, legacies and dividends from investments.

Above: The Davison Home and Children in the 1920.

Gardener’s
World

Gardening is Good for You! By Dr. Mike Pickard
This month Mike Pickard extols the benefit of gardening – both for the mind and the body.

A love of gardening is one of life’s precious gifts that my 
parents passed onto me. They came to gardening when 
moving to a beautiful three centuries old farmhouse 
just outside Oxford. They discovered that they had a 
wonderful walled garden that had been dug over for 
years and it seemed that anything would grow in its 
rich soil within its sheltered walls - and some of their 
enthusiasm rubbed off on me.

Years later I now find myself gardening on the North Yorkshire 
Moors. Perhaps more of a challenge with its colder climate and 
exposure to the elements, but gardeners are optimists at heart and 
it is always rewarding to grow things amidst such beautiful scenery.

Gardening is said to ‘add years to your life and life to your years’ but 
what is it that makes it so worthwhile and life enhancing?

Whatever your age or experience it’s worth thinking about this. 
The joys of gardening are many and work at different levels and as 
well as being enjoyable, gardening is good for you in many ways 
and you do not have to be an expert to reap the benefits. A single 
potted plant, a home grown lettuce or an apple plucked from 
the garden can not only be a matter of considerable satisfaction, 
but also provide a sense of achievement in creating something 
that looks pretty or tastes delicious. Perhaps more importantly, if 
you did not know it already, the big secret about gardening is its 
underlying impact on your health and well being. So here are a few 
thoughts as to why it might be a good idea now to think about 
spending more time on indoor or outdoor gardening, get some 
fresh air and avoid sinking down in front of the telly! 

It is a well known fact that time and activity spent in nature is good 
for us and there is strong evidence to suggest that more time spent 
in a green environment reduces stress and improves mood. Most 
people would also agree too, that there is benefit in exercise and 
fresh air and gardening provides plenty of opportunity for this 
from the gentle caring of indoor and patio plants to the more 
active aspects of the garden. We all feel a sense of inner satisfaction 
and achievement in growing flowers, fruit and vegetables because 
gardening is a multisensory experience that makes us more mindful 
of the natural environment and reflective about the pace of life 
today. All of this relates to basic human instincts and remaining 
in touch with our roots and of course, having invested time and 
effort, the result will always look or taste better than something 
from the local supermarket.

Perhaps less obvious but equally important is the social aspect to 
gardening which keeps us in touch and adds balance to a sense 
of general well-being through the opportunity provided for social 
interaction. Gardeners like to talk about what they are doing and 
of their successes and failures and will always exchange or give 
away plants and cuttings to friends. Certainly growing things here 
on the North York Moors makes you more mindful of the natural 
environment around us and the harmony of nature’s processes and 
cycles. Taking everything into account, gardening has a lot going 
for it and it’s not surprising to learn that it is now being prescribed 
by the National Health Service!

I make no claims to being a gardening expert where my main 
interest now is in growing vegetables and soft fruit. But, over the 
years, knowledge and interest has accumulated so I now have 
some experience as to what’s required. When we first arrived here 
in Danby over forty years ago, the vegetable garden was in a sorry 
state and so when the local busy-body appeared to tell us that we 
would never have any gardening success, it seemed like a challenge! 
That person, now no longer with us, may have been missing the 
point as to what constitutes success. Our garden, and particularly 
the vegetable garden, has proved a constant source of pleasure 
and tranquillity 
during the hectic 
working years and 
even latterly, has 
even yielded some 
success with prize 
winning vegetables. 

In our early years 
here, Elisabeth and 
I got involved with 
the Danby Show and 
were soon persuaded to enter some exhibits in the local classes. 
This seemed bold at the time but is something I would recommend 
to anyone. There is a sense of excitement in preparing for the show, 
exhibiting and then seeing how the pot plant or potato has fared 
and it’s not really about winning where the understated enjoyment 
is just being there and taking part.

During my working life we spent quite a number of years abroad 
on the Indian subcontinent which one might have thought 
excluded the Danby Show. However, we always managed to 
arrange our summer leave to coincide with the show and managed 
to find something in the garden to enter! Subsequently, whilst I 
was working down in London, weekends in the garden (especially 
on a warm summer evening) watching the sun go down over the 
beautiful Esk Valley was close to my idea of heaven! 

As you can see, I am a keen advocate of the value of gardening and 
think that whatever your age and experience it’s always worthwhile 
finding some time for the house plants or out in the garden. As with 
any pastime, it is always good to share things with some fellow 
enthusiasts and the Upper Esk Valley Gardening Club which meets 
in Lealholm village hall, is ideal for this. It holds friendly and regular 
meetings where there is generally a speaker, and topics range far 
and wide from developments in the gardens at Mount Grace Priory 
to the inside secrets of our own national champion gooseberry 
grower! Once the lockdown is over and we start to meet up again, 

please come along to one of 
the evening meetings! 

To make enquiries regarding 
the Upper Esk Valley 

Gardening Club telephone 
Pauline Elliot

 on 01287 660137

You don’t have to have a garden to 
grown plants...

Early days – everyone scurrying by –
No time to look at the sea, or the sky!!
They shout into their phones – and laugh out loud,
(We don’t mean to eavesdrop) – but they are so proud!!
I step off the path – just to give them their SPACE 
Keeping my distance and MASKING my face!
They’re just forging along - not seeming to care,
But we are in LOCKDOWN - some shouldn’t be there!
Then someone smiles & says, “OH THANK YOU,”
Confirming to me it’s the right thing to do!
Are some people feeling quite lonely or sad?
Well of course that’s true, but it’s not all bad,   
During lockdown there has been a plus side to find –
Slowing down, - looking back – people have been so kind –
Getting shopping for others, ring to ask what to buy!
Or if you’re not passing – just phone to say “Hi,”
Last year it was hot – sitting out in the sun,
We chatted with neighbours – (that’s not always done!)
It just sort of happened – we’d not made a plan!
Everyone just helped out where they can!
Now there’s someone to listen, someone to care,
And someone will notice if you’re not there!

The Ups and Downs of Lockdown!!
Our new volunteer Mary Thompson shares her 

poem about life in lockdown.
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I am pleased to say that Debbie passed on details of 
Chris Eastwood of Skelton, who owns a 1965 Morris 
1000 convertible.

I spoke to Chris on the phone, and was delighted as he 
agreed to bring the car over to me in Sleights to have 
a look at it.

The car is in immaculate condition - white with a 
maroon hood. Chris uses the car in sunny weather and 
attends local shows, such as Newby Hall near Ripon, 
Stokesley and Swainby.

Chris went on to tell me that as a young man he bought 
a brand new red Triumph Spitfire sports car, which he 
ran for many years. In later life he bought another one, 
in blue this time, as a fun car for him and his wife, which 
they also had for several years.

About 15 years ago he and his wife thought that a 
Morris 1000 would be more practical for them; sadly 
Chris lost his wife about 10 years ago. The fact that Chris 
still has the car in pristine condition all these years later 
is very impressive.

His modern car is a VW Passat estate car which is very 
practical as he also has several dogs to look after.

Planes, Trains and Automobiles
Noel Stokoe, our resident writer on vintage vehicles, showcases 

Chris Eastwood’s 1965 Morris 1000 convertible.

A red Triumph Spitfire like Chris’s first classic.

The 1965 Morris 1000 convertible of Chris’.

Book Worms
This month one of our Directors, Ian Johnson,

 reviews WAKE UP, the best seller by Piers Morgan.

Piers Morgan is a bit like the Marmite cliché - you either like 
him or you can’t stand him.

Me? I’m more Marmalade about him.

His recent book ‘WAKE UP’ is a good rumbustious read - I even 
found myself shouting at the book (as, like all men, I do at the 
TV) - sometimes in despair but most times in agreement.
The thrust of his narrative is that we are being brow-beaten 
by the ‘woke’ brigade.

I had to look up the definition of ‘woke’ because I wasn’t sure 
exactly what it meant. So for those of you, like me, who need 
enlightenment it means ‘to be aware of social and racial 
injustice’. It’s an old African-American English term that was 
revived in 2014 during the Black Lives Matter movement 
and the term has been extended to ‘stay woke’ (stay awake), 
hence the title of this book – ‘Wake Up’. His point is that, like 
political correctness, it has been taken too far and we are all 
sleep-walking into oblivion.

Right, now that we have the explanations over, let’s get on 
with the review of the book. It’s written in diary form, as are 
most of his books, and starts in January 2020 and finishes 
in July 2020. Piers Morgan is a self confessed liberal and is 
concerned that fellow liberals are at the heart of the woke 
brigade because of the extreme stance that they take over 
issues because they insist that the only correct view is theirs. 
He is extremely critical of them and gives instances of how 
passive liberals allow themselves to be trampled on by these 
zealots. You may not like his stances but he is unremittingly 
honest.

He gives many examples such as the American white 
woman Rachel Dolezal who self-identified as black on 
national television despite her and both her parents being 
white. Another was Altrincham Grammar School for Girls in 
Manchester who asked staff to stop calling female students 
‘girls’ because it might offend transgender students - yet 
didn’t change the name of the school! He also castigates 
radical feminists calling for James Bond to be female, 
Marks & Spencer for selling gay sandwiches (LGBT - lettuce, 
guacamole, bacon and tomato) to celebrate Gay Pride 
season and students at Oxford University banning clapping 
at Student Union events in case it triggered anxiety. All ‘nuts’ 
in his opinion.

It is not surprising to note that Harry and Meghan feature 
heavily in the book and shows that his stance on them was 
well documented before the Oprah Winfrey interview in 
March 2021 which led to his massive fall out over the issue 
on the ITV morning show Good Morning Britain. In the 
January section he goes all out to criticise Harry and Meghan 
after they announce that they are relinquishing their life as 
Senior Royals ‘. . . in order to be a progressive force within this 
institution’. “In other words,” he says, “that they want to be 
super-woke Royals by keeping all the trappings but without 

doing any of the hard boring bits - on one hand spouting 
preserve the planet and being self styled eco-warriors, whilst 
flying everywhere by private jet and becoming whining, ego-
crazed leeches”. Heavy stuff indeed!

Trump gets good coverage too. At the start Morgan confesses 
his friendship and liking of Trump but by July he gives him 
a good clobbering regarding his performance as President, 
thereby kissing good-bye to their friendship.

As the pandemic took hold over this period, Morgan was 
sharp to condemn officials over their use of terminology 
and he took the Department of Health to task when they 
announced that the virus was having a disproportionate 
impact on some ethnic groups, as well as certain genders. By 
‘certain genders’ he points out that they mean ‘men’ as they 
are dying at a faster rate than women. Unfortunately they 
can’t say this in case they offend someone. This goes to show, 
he argues, how ridiculous the gender debate has become.

Boris, as you can imagine, also got a right bashing for his 
initial dithering regarding his reluctance to lock-down.

However, Intensive Care Unit doctors and nurses, the NHS, 
Captain Tom (for whom Morgan successfully campaigned 
for a knighthood), Marcus Rashford and Jacinda Ardern (the 
Prime Minister of New Zealand) were covered in glory but 
others, like Madonna and the Beckhams were shown to be 
lacking.

So, having read the book, I’m not sure whether I am ‘woke’, ‘un 
woke’, ‘super woke’ or ‘fake woke’. I’m also not sure that I am 
even ‘awake’ as reading always sends me to sleep.
However, it didn’t in this instance - I was too busy shouting 
at the book! More Horse Power!

These photographs were brought to our Living Memories Film Project in 2015 by Johnny Harland of Glaisdale. 
They show Wilf Harland delivering milk up and down the dale. Notice the chain resting on the horse’s back leg 
as they go downhill? Does anyone recognise the farms in the background?

Delivering Milk - Downhill.Delivering Milk - uphill.



LAWLESS
In 1931, the Bondurant brothers of Franklin 
County, Virginia, ran a multipurpose 
backwoods establishment that hides 
their true business - bootlegging. Middle 
brother Forrest (Tom Hardy) is the brain 
of the operation; older Howard (Jason 
Clarke) is the brawn, and younger Jack 
(Shia LaBeouf), the lookout. Though the 
local police have taken bribes and left 
the brothers alone, a violent war erupts 
when a sadistic lawman (Guy Pearce) 

from Chicago arrives and tries to shut down the Bondurant’s 
operation.

TEA WITH MUSSOLINI
In 1930s fascist Italy, adolescent Luca 
(Charlie Lucas) has just lost his mother. His 
father, a callous businessman, sends him 
to be taken care of by British expatriate 
Mary Wallace (Joan Plowright). Mary and 
her cultured friends - including artist 
Arabella (Judi Dench), young widow Elsa 
(Cher) and archaeologist Georgie (Lily 
Tomlin) - keep a watchful eye over the boy. 
But the women’s cultivated lives take a 
dramatic turn when Allied forces declare 
war on Mussolini.
Directed by Franco Zeffirelli and scripted 
by John Mortimer.
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FATALE
After a wild one-night stand, Derrick 
(Michael Ealy), a successful sports agent, 
watches his perfect life slowly disappear 
when he discovers that the sexy and 
mysterious woman he risked everything 
for, is a determined police detective (Hilary 
Swank) who entangles him in her latest 
investigation. As he tries desperately to 
put the pieces together, he falls deeper 
into her trap, risking his family, his career, 
and even his life. FATALE is a suspenseful 

and provocative psychological thriller superbly acted and the 
suspense never flags.

FASTER
Following a 10-year prison stint, Driver 
(Dwayne Johnson) sprints through the gates 
to take vengeance on those responsible 
for his brother’s murder. Within hours of 
dispatching his first one, he has two men 
on his tail: a veteran police officer (Billy Bob 
Thornton) and an eager assassin (Oliver 
Jackson-Cohen). Driver tries to stay a step 
ahead of his pursuers, but there are hints 
that his list is incomplete, and the unknown 

person may endanger his life. An exciting thriller directed by 
George Tillman Junior. events.

FILM REVIEW
Fabulous films to watch reviewed by our resident critic David Wilson

The Pursuit of Love 
I have watched all three 
episodes of ‘The Pursuit of 
Love’ in one sitting, despite 
wondering why the BBC 
would think it an appropriate 
choice for an audience in 
2021 when viewers are still 
recovering from a pandemic ?! 
We have experienced 
loneliness, anxiety and 
need in many forms. Does 
watching scenes of luxury, 
over-indulgence and excesses 
help us in any way? Does it 
make us want to watch the 
next episode? OR does it 
make us feel worse about our 
own current situation? Does it make us even more aware of the 
hardships we endure and deprivations many people suffer? 
I know what I think and I have come to the conclusion that 
the contrast between the life that these characters were born 
into and the apparent misery they experience only serves to 
heighten the pathos. Of course I know it is a satire but how 
many other viewers are aware of this and just don’t get the true 
message?

Garden Rescue 
Charlie Dimmock and the Rich Brothers are hard at work once 
again in ‘Garden Rescue’. The team is on a mission to “make 
garden dreams come true.” They talk with the house owners, 
wander through their houses noting style and contents, 
consider the budget and then make a plan to satisfy their needs 
as they see them. The owners have the difficult task of choosing 
the better plan often preferring certain features of both plans. 
So, in the programme from Manchester the existing garden was 
described as a mass of concrete, plain, boring, an eyesore and 
having seen it no-one would disagree with any of that! 
The favourite plan having been chosen, the fun begins. What 
a merry time they do have. Charlie in particular enjoys herself, 
laughing at the banter whilst she sweeps her hair out of the way 
for the twentieth time. Horseplay, such as splashing the chaps, 
is great fun!
A water feature, raised bed for vegetables and soft fruit, 
romantic secluded sitting space and family dining areas are 
all included and on completion it does indeed look absolutely 

lovely. The images of ‘before’ and ‘after’ are astounding but not 
too impossible that viewers might not think that they could do 
that or at least copy an idea from the transformation.

Rip Off Britain
Isn’t it comforting 
to know that Gloria, 
Angela and Julia 
on ‘Rip Off Britain’ 
are working on our 
behalf to expose 
fraudsters and 
scammers! They are 
wanting to help us 
and are on our side. 
They can stop us from falling into the same trap as the poor 
unfortunate people whose story they are highlighting. 
This programme told the story of people who are being 
overcharged on their water bills. I mention this as I too had 
an issue, which became a bone of contention with our Water 
company when I moved here to Ainthorpe 5 years ago. It’s 
probably your Water company too. It wasn’t the same problem 
as in this programme, but they were holding inaccurate 
information about the details of our house and seemed slow, if 
not slightly reluctant, to correct it. 
On the programme today it was the Surface Water Drainage 
System which was the point in question and this relates to 
rainwater which falls on your property and garden and then 
drains into the sewage system pipes, pipes which are owned by 
the water companies and for which they charge. The alternative 
to this system is a Soakaway for which they do not charge. If 
your property was built before 2001 you need to look in the 
deeds or see if you are paying the same as your next door 
neighbour to find out which sort of drainage you have. If it was 
built after 2001 the onus is on the Water company to check with 
the builder. 
So, we are warned to take heed and check our water bills.

Finally, Sub-titles!
I know these are designed to be helpful and sometimes they 
are too, but sometimes they are not and for several reasons! 
Firstly, how is it that they cannot be organised so that they are 
relevant to the picture on the screen instead of lagging behind 
the action? The words should be about the picture that is 
actually on the screen! Then, why is there a long gap between 
one sentence and the next meaning that the storyline is way 
ahead of the text? Somewhere there must be someone who 
can type faster and therefore they can keep up, or an I.T. person 
who could organise things better? 
I’d also like to suggest that they consider the colour of the 
background that the text is shown against. White lettering on 
a white background is impossible to read. Same goes for black 
lettering on a black background.
If we are enjoying an on-screen close-up of a priceless antique, 
it is annoying if the image is obscured by text, especially if it is 
no longer relevant.
Am I the only person to notice and think this way?
      

TV REVIEW
This month Annie Kirby reviews The Pursuit of Love BBC1, Garden Rescue BBC1, 

Rip Off Britain BBC1 and Sub-titles

GuestGinger Cake
Kath Bell from Sleights - expert bunting maker, 
shares her recipe for her renowned Ginger Cake.

INGREDIENTS:
8ozs plain flour
4ozs block margarine
4ozs demerara sugar
8ozs golden syrup

     METHOD:
• Melt margarine, sugar and syrup in a pan.  
• When melted leave to cool.
• Add dry ingredients with egg and milk and beat well.
• Pour into 2 1lb loaf tins (or 2lb tin) and bake at Gas Mark 3 or approx. 

160 electric for approx. 1 hour.

Mrs Beeton’s Baking 

1/4 pint milk
1 egg
1 tsp. bicarb of soda
3 tsps. ground ginger

Kath Bell’s famous ginger cake.



Quiz Time

Debbie
Revival North Yorkshire  07970 955407 Help and support

Information for our In Touch magazine

Amy Farmer
Revival North Yorkshire  07458 314552 Community Support Worker - Castleton 

and Danby area.

Tina Dixon 
Revival North Yorkshire  07458 314565 Community Support Worker - Staithes 

and Sleights area.

Katie Fletcher
Revival North Yorkshire 07458 314556

Digital Champion, Administrator, Social 
Media, and lots of other very useful 
things!

Emergency  999 Fire, police and ambulance.

Non-emergency Police  101 To give information or to report a minor 
incident.

NHS Direct 111 Urgent medical problem and you’re not 
sure what to do and Covid-19. 

Whitby DAG
Disability Action Group 07956751790 Help for people with a disability.

Citizens Advice Bureaux Scarborough: 01723 368710
National Helpline: 03444 111444 

Free confidential advice:
• Housing • Benefits • Faulty purchase
• Money • Law

Dementia Forward 0330 0578592 Supporting people affected by dementia 
across North Yorkshire.

Hospital Transport 0300 3302000

If you have no other means of getting 
to hospital, phone this number. You will 
need your NHS number. Can only be 
booked 3 days in advance.

NYCC Income Maximisation 01609 780780
Option 2 - Help to find out if you are 
getting all the benefits and support you 
are entitled to.

Useful Telephone Numbers

Disclaimer: We have done our best to provide you with the most accurate information we can. We apologise in advance 
for any discrepancies.
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Kindly submitted by Elaine Hunt

1.   DARKCLIBB

2.   F N CHEERING

3.   OVAL CORD LEED

4.   NORBI

5.   RAT GETTI

6.   I BUTTLE

7.   CONC WARRIOR

8.   DOCK NUN

9.   H C FOLDING

10.   DOPE WOOING

11.   HURN GHOSTS

12.   TATTING DOLLIE

13.   HAS SOUR POWER

14.   AIM PEG

15.   TAIL COT

16.   LING RAGS

17.   LAGGY WAITER

18.   B L CHINFUL

19.   DREG COLTS

20.   NEAT HASP (I get these in
           my garden)

Anagrams: Garden Birds

ANAGRAM ANSWERS - 1. BLACKBIRD, 2. GREENFINCH, 3. COLLARED DOVE, 4. ROBIN, 5. GREAT TIT, 6. BLUE TIT, 7. CARRION CROW, 8. DUNNOCK, 
9. GOLDFINCH, 10. WOOD PIGEON, 11. SONG THRUSH, 12. LONG TAILED TIT, 13.  HOUSE SPARROW, 14.  MAGPIE, 15. COAL TIT, 16. STARLING, 
17. GREY WAGTAIL, 18. BULLFINCH, 19.  GOLDCREST, 20. PHEASANT.


