
In Touch
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Issue 9 - July 2021Hello to all of our
More fabulous articles in this month’s In 
Touch!  Heather Mather shares another 
episode of the Davison Children’s Home in 
Danby, we introduce a new feature: ‘The 
Oldest Thing in my House’ and Norma 
Carrick tells us why she did a skydive at the 
age of 70!

Our two directors, Ian and Lisa, and 
volunteers, Janet and Michelle, were lucky 
enough to watch a cookery demonstration 
by David Atherton, winner of ‘The Great 
British Bake Off’. David is the son of our 
volunteers Richard and Judy. Read about his 
return to Ruswarp on page 7!

Please let Tina and Amy know as soon 
as possible if you would like to enter our 
gardening competition - photographs 
will be taken in August. Also we welcome 
your articles for our magazine (one of our 
volunteers will happily write it if you have a 
story to tell).  

Thank you to so many of you for your very 
generous donations towards keeping our In 
Touch magazine going.

Hope you all enjoy the rest of the summer. In 
Touch will be back in September.

Stay safe. 
~ Debbie x
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 wonderful people!

Our In Touch magazine is free, however 
we would greatly appreciate any 
donations to support the design/printing 
costs. You can donate through Tina and 
Amy or by bank transfer - please ask 
for details, or send a cheque to Revival 
North Yorkshire CIC, New House Farm, 
Westerdale, Whitby, North Yorkshire, 
YO21 2DY. Thank you very much.

Gardener’s
World

Angela Guiver’s raised bed.

Angela Guiver, Amy’s mum, from Glaisdale explains 
why she ‘gave in to gardening!’ 

When I was a child, I remember that my parents spent what seemed like all of 
their spare time in the garden. I thought that gardening seemed tedious and 
boring. I also wondered how they could be so engrossed in gardening when 
they could have been giving their undivided attention to me!

My Dad, who I lost earlier this year, liked to plant everything in neat, straight 
rows like in a town park that my Granny used to take me to visit.

All of the paths were straight and all of the flowers and vegetables stood to 
attention, as if on parade. A lot of plants seemed to need to be dug out on 
a regular basis and tidied, trimmed and re-planted. I don’t think that weeds 
were allowed in the garden; I certainly didn’t see any. The most exciting part of 
a summers evening was being sprayed with the hosepipe after the watering 
ritual. 

I was determined that I would NEVER have a garden!

Fast forward several decades and here I am digging up and dividing Irises and 
pricking out seedlings.

My garden, however, 
is much more casual. 
My paths wind in all 
directions and the weeds 
mingle freely with the 
flowers, a little too freely 
to be honest. 
However, in one special 
part of my garden I 
have recently created 
an orderly, raised bed 
set within straight 
paths into which I have 
planted flowers in neat 
rows. When they grow I 
expect them to stand to 
attention, as if on parade.  
A part of the garden that 
I’m sure my Dad would 
have been proud of.
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Music

The idea of the Upper Esk Troubadours came from a wish to shine 
a little bit of light into the darkness of lockdown and bring some 
Christmas cheer to people who had been isolating. We took our 
voices and instruments, and over a period of three days visited 
people in Castleton, Danby, Ainthorpe and Glaisdale. The visits were 
pre-arranged, so people knew we were coming – and what a lovely 
warm welcome we were given!

Each group sang three or four songs outside the houses we visited, 
keeping socially distanced at all times. There were three groups 
of singers – one from the Esk Valley Camphill Community (EVCC) 
based around Danby, one from members of the Castleton Singing 
for Pleasure choir, and one group of local musicians.  

It was difficult to rehearse because of Covid restrictions but some of 
us managed a couple of practices on Barbara’s driveway, once on a 
particularly cold afternoon. Our usual carol concerts and Christmas 
events had been cancelled so the experience of making music 
together again after months of lockdown was so uplifting and 
joyful that the weather did not matter at all!

The Esk Valley Camphill Community Troubadour group was largely 
composed of young community volunteers who had come to help 
the community for a year – and had got locked down straight away! 
It was great for them to interact with the wider local community 
and make a contribution. It was a profound experience for us all 
to see how moved people were, particularly the more elderly and 
isolated in our communities, by the gift of music on their doorsteps.

We are grateful to Debbie Swales and Amy Farmer at Revival for 
helping us  to plan our visits; also Beverley Venant at Abbeyfields, 

Liz Cotterill and Linda  Grout at The Heather Hopper, Lizzie Watson 
and Dick and Ruth Brew. 

Sharing music with people in our community was very special and 
memorable. Members of EVCC are keen to team up with the other 
Troubadours again and continue to offer this service, and to bring 
music to future community events, so keep an eye out for the Upper 
Esk Troubadours!

Nicola Chalton tells of the Troubadours
 and what brought them together

Volunteer of the Month...

Val started by helping to serve Memory Lane Lunches at the Salmon Leap and more recently 
has been delivering Lunch on Legs and our In Touch magazine. Val is a telephone befriender 
and keeps in weekly contact with her people - shining a little sunshine on their day. 

We are also very grateful to Val for her grammar and spelling skills! She checks over our 
whole In Touch magazine every month before it goes to print - goodness knows what it 
would say otherwise!!

“Val is smashing! She is really helpful, good at everything and she’s become a really good 
friend. We can chatter away about anything, we get on so well and have a lot in common. 
We always have a great laugh. She is such a kind person and really willing to listen. Someone 
I would call special.“ Alice. x

Val, and her friend Janet, from Sleights have been volunteering 
with Revival for over 3 years.

Nothing we do would be possible without our amazing team of volunteers. 

Who is your volunteer of the month and why?
Please contact Debbie 07970 955407

Val Rowe

Above: Troubadours from the Esk Valley Camphill Community Below: In the gardens at Abbeyfield.

The Troubadours.

Rehearsing at Barbara’s garage on a cold day.

Tony O’Donnell joining us at Ash Grove.

• Over 2600 Befriending/ Welfare phone calls
• 503 - Shops
• 112 - Prescription deliveries
• 160 - Support, guidance and signposting
• 961 - Lunch on Legs - hot traditional meal 

delivered to the door
• 756 Food First - quality frozen meals from 

Estbek Restaurant deliveries
• 186 Christmas Day Lunches
• 280 - Food Glorious Food – information 

leaflets - who delivers food to specific 
villages

How we helped our community...

• 1300 - In Touch Magazine written by our 
people for our people

• 902 Doorstep visits
• In January 2021 we began remote groups for 

Art , Chair Exercise, Moors Walks and  Stitch 
In Time 

THANK YOU TO OUR WONDERFUL STAFF AND 
VOLUNTEERS WHO MADE THIS POSSIBLE.

Prior to Covid-19 Revival focused on activities to prevent loneliness for older people 
in our local villages, including Memory Lane Lunches, Memory Lane Music and The 
Good Old Days.

We thought you might like to know what our team achieved within the year up to March 
2021. 
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 The Early Years
So it was that Davison Home for the crippled children of Middlesbrough 
was opened on the 28th April 1915 (the birthday of Robert Collinson 
Davison) whose dream it was to establish such a home. 

A local resident, Hannah Dowson, remembered Davison Home being 
built in Ainthorpe, which was notable as it was the only property along 
what was then a grass lane from Danby School to The Howe.

It is worth remembering that although the home was newly built in 
1915 and was fitted with a bathroom, this was a luxury at that time 
especially in the rural areas. The lavatory system was still as it would 
have been in the 19th century. There were three pail toilets located in 
the out-house across a small yard. The toilets were emptied regularly 
by the “midnight wanderers”, the local name for the night soil men. 
Chamber pots were used overnight. Flushing toilets were installed 
in 1926 with the effluent piped to a septic tank. The mains sewerage 
system came to the area in 1964 and until then septic tanks were 
common.

For the first 20 years the home had no electric lighting; during this 
time ‘tilley’ lamps or oil lamps would have been used. In 1935 Davison 
Home was one of only five properties in Danby and Ainthorpe that 
received a direct current electric supply. This was installed by Mr 
Huntrod on overhead lines from Danby Mill where Mr Huntrod had 
installed an electricity generator. This line was later replaced with a 
mains alternating current electricity supply in 1937-38.

Summer Only
Davison Home opened in 1915 and children came to the home from 
May until October. The winters were thought to be too harsh in many 
ways to keep the Home open all the year round. This set the pattern 
for the first eight years. From early days the trustees were very pleased 
with the improvements to the health of the children and very soon 
ideas to open for longer periods were put forward. To make the 
Home warmer when the cold winds blew down the valley, thick, lined 
curtains were suggested and also a conservatory so that the children 
would have somewhere to play when the weather was too inclement 
to be outdoors. The conservatory, built in 1922 after the death of 
Lizzie Harris (Superintendent of the Settlement), was dedicated to 
her memory and was a great asset when the weather was stormy. The 
Home was still being run by the voluntary work of the Committee and 
made possible by the financial support they continued to receive from 
the long list of subscribers.

The Hut
In 1920 an ex-army hut was given to the home at a nominal rent of one 
shilling per annum by Mr Thomas Dormand Stewart who cared greatly 
about the well-being of the poor and crippled children and like his 
colleague Mr Davison, gave a great deal to help them. The hut allowed 
more children to be accommodated at the home and it was put to 
good use sleeping up to eight children during the summer months. 
It was generally known as ‘The Hut’. The lane to the front of the home 
was a green lane from Howe Bank to Danby School and could well 
have been grazed by sheep from the Howe as they do today. Hannah 
Dowson remembered the children from Davison Home liked to play 
cricket in the lane because the grass was grazed short. We are not sure 
when the lane was tarmaced as it has been metalled for as long as 
anyone can now remember. 

Open All Year
Year on year the trustees were so pleased with the improvements in 
the health and general well-being of the children that it wasn’t long 

Heather Mather continues memories of a 
moorland children’s home.

before they had dreams to keep the Home open throughout the year. 
This was made possible when the matron Miss Thompson resigned in 
1923. She was replaced by Mrs Marshall in 1924 who agreed to reside 
at the home all year round.

The Extension & the Bungalow
Mrs Illtyd (Cissie) Williams had been president from the beginning 
and had given much time and devotion to helping the children via 
the Settlement and at the Home. When she passed away in 1926 
she left a bequest of £1000 to the Home, which was used to build an 
extension. The extension was opened in 1929 allowing the Home to 
accommodate an additional eight children.

The Hut, now called “The Bungalow”, was no longer required for the 
children and so it was rented to a family who “promised to keep it in 
good repair”. It was now an attractive family home and provided much 
needed extra income to help with the cost of running the Home. Mr 
Fred Cook & family moved in in 1931. Fred’s daughter, Hilda, says that 
she lived in the Bungalow beside Davison Home from the age of two 
years until she was ten when the family moved to Sycamore Farm. 

It is not known how the Hut was used after the war but it is possible 
that it was used by Middlesbrough scouts and guides for summer 
weekends. If this is so, perhaps they were the same groups that Lizzie 
Harris helped to establish at the Settlement 40 years earlier?

In 1954 the hut/bungalow was dismantled and put to good use as a 
farm building at Cowl Banks farm opposite Danby School.

Arrivals and Departures
The first children who were brought to Davison Home were mostly 
referred by the ‘Cripples Guild’ or by medics when they realised that 
they were in poor health and that fresh air and good old fashioned 
care would be of help. Many children were unaware of where they 
were being sent or why. Sometimes there was no time to explain. They 
arrived in a place that was alien to them and which seemed miles away 
from home. Many children had never been out of Middlesbrough and 
had never seen open countryside, fields and farm animals. All these 
situations could be very scary for such young children. Some children 
coped well and loved it but others found it upsetting and it affected 
them all their lives. 

In the first years the children were brought in private cars belonging 
to the committee members. (working people did not have cars at this 
time, however many of the committee members were wealthy people.) 
In later years the children were brought by train. They were locked in 
an enclosed carriage compartment by the guard at Middlesbrough 
(how frightening that must have been for the children). On arrival 

at Danby station the guard would let them out of the carriage. They 
would be collected by Davison Home staff who would then walk 
them the half mile to Davison Home in the first of many ‘crocodile’ 
lines of children. Normally the children came in groups but one man 
remembers coming by train in 1934 when he was only four years old 
and being locked in the compartment by himself. On this occasion he 
was transported from the station to the Home by pony and trap! 

We have recently chatted to Dorothy, a very elderly lady who started 
work aged 14 years at Davison Home in 1935. One of her duties was to 
take those children who were leaving, to Danby station each Friday to 
catch the 7.40am train for their journey to Middlesbrough. She then 
returned to the Home to help change all the beds in preparation for 
the next group of arrivals. Dorothy would then return to the station 
to meet the children arriving on the 11am train. At that time Miss Layt 
was matron with two young female ‘helpers’. This was a staff of three to 
do all the day-to-day running of the home, the cleaning, the meals and 
of course caring for the children. 

In later years the children would arrive by United Bus accompanied 
by an adult who would have been a family member, friend or health 
worker. The bus would stop at the Home and then continue to Danby 
green. The bus would wait awhile and then return, allowing those who 
brought the children only 15 or 20 minutes to stay before catching the 
bus back to Middlesbrough. It was the same situation if a parent came 
to visit, they had only this very short time with the children before 
having to leave them and return to Middlesbrough. The alternative 
was to wait several hours for the next bus. These were times when few 
people had their own transport.

Some children arrived with a small suitcase but others arrived with a 
single brown paper carrier bag with string handles, containing a few 
clothes. Others came with nothing!

On arrival at the Home, they would be weighed, checked for head 
lice and bathed.  At the same time, they were checked for injuries e.g. 
bruises and non-accidental injuries. There was a supply of clothes at 
the home to supplement the clothes the children brought themselves. 
One girl loved a dress she had been wearing and was overjoyed when 
she was allowed to take it home with her when she left. Sweets and 
toys were routinely taken from the children on arrival and the sweets 
were shared amongst all the children after tea with the explanation 
that, “this would be fair to the children who did not have any!”   

The Good Old Days The Good Old Days

Dorothy Pybus who started work at the home 
in 1935 aged 14 years.

Robert Collinson 
Davison who sadly died 

in 1912 before his vision 
for a respite home was 

realised.   

The oldest thing in my house...
A new feature suggested by our volunteer Val Rowe.

Growing up at Warnbeck Farm, Dunsley, 
99 year old Alice Gullon remembers that 
this glass salt cellar was placed on the 
table each meal time. Its spoon is sadly 
missing but Alice recalls that if any salt 
was spilt, the culprit had to be sure to 
throw it over his/her shoulder.
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The Great British Bake Off winner 
comes back to Ruswarp

On Saturday morning 12th June 30 lucky locals were 
given a cookery demonstration by David Atherton, the 
winner of the 2019 ‘Great British Bake Off’ competition. 
David currently works for Voluntary Services Overseas. 
He started there as a nurse then graduated to working 
on their health programme where he is in charge of the 
nutrition and health for employees and volunteers, as 
well as those whom they deal with. David delighted us 
with his cooking skills, experience and knowledge and 
regaled us with numerous tales of his time spent with 
the ‘Bake Off’ phenomenon. He was ably assisted on this 
occasion by his mother Judy and it was easy to see where 
he inherited his cooking prowess.

David started his demonstration by teaching us about the 
technical process of baking bread and how the fast action yeasts 
that we use today were developed from the brewing industry. 
He made a dough using the basic bread making ingredients 
and added kalamata olives (they are the purple Greek ones) to 
make crunchy breadsticks.

He then made a chocolate cake mixture using the usual 
ingredients but included quinoa for texture, banana as a 
replacement for some of the sugar and chocolate pieces as 
he reckons that our regular accepted recipe only uses cocoa 
powder which gives a chocolate colour but not much chocolate 

From Left: Michelle Watson, our volunteer from Danby. David Atherton,
 Bake Off winner. Revival directors Ian Johnson and Lisa Mussett.

David Atherton with the judges from ‘Bake Off’, 
Paul Hollywood and Prue Leith.

taste. This mixture was divided into bun cases so that we could 
all have a taste after the cooking.

He then moved on to salad dressings and salads and 
demonstrated how these could be made exceptionally tasty 
by using unusual and interesting ingredients. He made two 
dressings, one with pulped mango adding garlic and wine 
vinegar, and the other using avocado. One salad he made using 
roast vegetables and the other with various greens, beans, 
seeds, tomatoes and pre-cooked pasta.

All David’s demonstrated recipes were cooked behind the 
scenes by Judy and presented to us as a very welcome light 
lunch at the end of the demonstration. 

Throughout, David interspersed his presentation with various 
insights into the production of ‘Bake Off’ and what goes on 
behind the scenes – as well as intimate stories concerning the 
other contestants, judges and presenters.

David has a natural skill in presentation as he held his audience’s 
attention for all of two hours without missing a beat – except 
when the food processor failed to work, only to find that it 
wasn’t plugged in!

If you Google his name it comes up as ‘TV Personality’. But he 
is more than that – he is a very genuine guy and thoroughly 
likeable man – as well as a skilled nutritionist, cook and 
presenter. 

The proceeds of David’s presentation are to be shared between 
the Dalewood Trust, which is a charitable trust currently offering 
support services for adults with learning disabilities living in the 
Whitby area and Revival North Yorkshire.

His latest book ‘Good to Eat: Real food to nourish and sustain 
you for life’ is published by Hodder & Stoughton at £25 but can be 
obtained online for £17.

Book Worms
 Cyril Markham from Danby tells us what he is reading now.

Over the past two years I have read quite a lot – none of it earth 
shattering or great literature - but mostly with an adequate 
story line to maintain interest, and suitable for reading 
the odd chapter at bedtime. There seems to be a growing 
number of writers producing detective stories with events in 
regional locations which makes them quite attractive if you 
know the region, and they have key characters who provide 
continuity through a series of books.

Stephen Booth captured my interest with an extensive series 
all located in the Derbyshire Peak District of my youth.  The 
title of ‘Holy Island’ by L J Ross caught my eye on a bookstall 
at the last Castleton Show. I followed this author across the 
Northeast of England for 16 volumes, although by the end 
I felt that credibility was being extended just a little too far.

J R Ellis has some credible stories based in Yorkshire, and I 
thought that the books by Julia Chapman based in a fictional 
village in the Yorkshire Dales were of better quality than 
most, although we still do not know whether her two main 
characters will ever get together! I must admit that there are 
some authors of this style offered by Amazon whom I have 
dumped after the first chapter.

Whilst looking for a change of style, I was rummaging in the 
loft recently when I came across a book which I remember 
as being extremely popular when I last read it many years 

ago, so I thought ‘why not reread that’. ‘The Crowthers of 
Bankdam’ by Thomas Armstrong features a Yorkshire mill 
owning family and their associates and competitors.  It was 
first published in 1940, about the time I was learning to read 
and write. There was an immediate challenge as I read the 
first few pages when I had to reacquaint myself with some 
Yorkshire (west riding) dialect expressions, and most readers 
like me will find themselves reaching for paper and pencil to 
work out who’s who on the family tree. The story started in 
1864, I am currently up to 1910, and there are three sequels 

to this book. So, I may be at it for some time.....

Valerie Moncaster from Sleights introduces “Lady In Waiting.”
I had not read a book for many years until I came to live here 
in Sleights during lockdown.  Although I was an avid reader 
in my teens, I hardly picked a book up when I became a foster 
mother.

For thirty years, with so many children needing loving care, 
I had very little time for reading, but now this is my time for 
reading and I have found a thirst for the written word!

I saw a book advertised that caught my interest called ‘Lady 
in Waiting by Anne Glenconner.  Lady Anne’s life story is a 
combination of royal magic, personal tragedy and resilient 
survival; all told with humour and courage without a trace 
of self pity.

She was born into a wealthy home, and when she married 
she had to find an eligible husband which she did, in Colin 
Tennent, who later became Lord Glenconner.

Lady Anne was a Maid of Honour at the Queen’s Coronation, 
as well as being Lady in Waiting to Princess Margaret, which 
made her a friend of the Royal family for the rest of her life.

She looks back in her book at her extraordinary life that 
proves a test of every strength that she possessed.  She 

travelled the world with Princess Margaret on diplomatic 
missions from Australia to Canada, America and Africa which 
enabled her to escape her difficult marriage, but she always 
remained faithful to her husband.

Tragedy engulfed her when 
she lost two of her grown up 
sons and nursed a third son 
out of a coma after a motorbike 
accident.  Her husband, Lord 
Glenconner, died in 2010 
leaving his entire fortune to a 
former employee and was a 
‘sting in the tail’, yet Anne has 
gone on to enjoy the freedom 
that it has given her.

Out of the shadow of the Crown 
and her husband, she shows 
that ‘all that glitters is not gold’!  
It’s been a good read from a 
good lady and I thank her. 
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Hi, my name is Nina. I’m 88 years old, but still in good 
condition and pretty sprightly, having had a few nips and 
tucks over the years and a major ‘organ transplant’ around 
15 years ago - (more about that, later).

I’m a Singer 9 Sports with “Le Mans” modifications and I live in 
Danby with my tame ‘minder cum chauffeur’, Brian. I was named 
after Brian’s other favourite ‘singer’, Nina Simone.

I was born in April 1933 and a couple of month’s later one of my 
sisters competed in the Le Mans 24 Hours race and did rather 
well, winning her class. This meant that in 1934 a team of three 
cars then qualified for the Rudge Whitworth Trophy, a handicap 
prize for teams of small engined cars. The Directors of Singer 
were so impressed they launched a modified two-seater Le 
Mans version of the nine. I guess that’s why my bodywork has 
been modified along the lines of the Le Mans car and the ‘Le 
Mans’ badges were fixed to my bonnet.

I hope you think I’m wearing well for my age, though I have to 
admit that I had an effective heart and lung transplant about 
fifteen years ago, receiving an engine and gearbox from one of 
those flighty little Triumph Spitfire sports cars. Being twice the 
power of my original engine, it’s given me rather more zest and 
verve, which pleases my driver whilst he sorts out my original 
engine and gearbox in his garage. To keep this extra power 
in check, I’ve got upgraded front brakes. For the technically 
minded, comprising an upgraded master cylinder (Singer Nines 
were already pretty advanced as they had hydraulic brakes, 
when most other cars of the period used rod or cable systems) 
and ventilated ‘Alfin’ front drums.

According to the DVLA, my original owner in 1933 was a Mr 
Nigel Dawes who lived in Malvern. Intriguingly, the next owner 
known to the DVLA was a Mr William Hastings, with an address 
in New York. Interestingly, my photograph appears in the Singer 

Chapter of a book entitled ‘The Encyclopaedia of Cars’ edited by 
Chris Horton and published in 1998 in the USA, although it is 
only a b & w photo captioned ‘1933 Singer Nine sports car’. Mr 
Hastings seems to have sold the car in 1983. Throughout this 
time my registration number was ‘PB 1921’ and my colour was 
red. The next recorded owner (in 2004) was a car dealership and 
they changed the registration number to ‘371 UXO’.

My body was originally a 4-seater. It seems however, that my 
‘rear end’ was modified to the two-seater format at some point 
in the past and various other modifications were made to mimic 
the Le Mans competition cars, including the large petrol tank 
and the dual spare wheels. In the 1930s the course was on public 
roads (closed for the race, of course!) which were generally in 
pretty poor condition. Hence punctures were common and in 
those days there were no high speed pit stops, rather drivers 
had to stop by the side of the course and change the wheels 
themselves.

When the Spitfire engine and gearbox were fitted, twin spare 
wheels, cycle style front wings and other features, my colour 
was changed to my current silver with red wings. 

So, all in all, I seem to have had a pretty interesting life so far and 
I guess I may be unique in my current form. 

I’ve always enjoyed getting out and about and I’ve taken 
Brian and his lovely (and very understanding) wife Sue on 
lots of enjoyable trips out to local fairs and shows. We’ve met 
like-minded people and lots of amazing vehicles, including 
many steam powered traction engines, cars and lorries - even 

Planes, Trains and Automobiles
Brian Hobbs of Danby writes about his other favourite female - Introducing Nina.

Left: Georgina 
Truscott paints 
Nina’s Glory. 

Norma Carrick tells our Sleights volunteer Kelly Kyte how caring 
for animals led to a sensational skydive.

Pets Corner!
Norma and her husband Dennis ran Raw Animal Rescue 
for 20 years. They rented 7 acres of land and started 
with two dogs, initially funding it themselves. They gave 
a home and sanctuary to many types of animals from 
chipmunks to Shetland ponies. They would take in stray 
animals that the police had found abandoned, look after 
animals that their owners could no longer take care of 
and rehabilitate animals with challenging behaviours. 
Their aim was always to rehome the animals and find their 
forever family and home.

Norma can tell many stories about the animals in her care, 
from an aggressive rabbit that she was able to transform 
into a rabbit that could be petted by children, to an unruly 
chipmunk that dismantled her oven leaving her with no 
way to cook for 3 days. However, one of Norma’s favourite 
animals was a Turkey called Barney, who when asked 
to “give us a twirl” would display himself and do a little 
dance for her.

It became obvious that Norma and Dennis would not 
be able to sustain the level of funding they needed for 
the amount of animals they looked after and so began a 
mission of fundraising. They embarked on car boot sales, 
holding stalls at local Goth events and by far the most 
extreme that Norma took part in was a charity fundraising 
skydive. Furthermore Norma accomplished this at the 
ripe old age of 70!!!

Norma spoke very fondly of all the volunteers they had 
coming through their doors, in particular the volunteers 
with special needs who Norma would nurture to ensure 
they had a valuable experience. A lot of them talked 

about developing a relationship with the animals that 
they found difficult to do so with people. Nonetheless 
they seemed to form a special bond with Norma, many of 
whom still come to visit her today.

When asked if she was ever fearful of the animals or getting 
injured Norma replied no but when dealing with animals 
you always expect the odd nip and then proceeded to 
show me her many war wounds. The most severe being 
a shattered leg that she had to have metal plates put in, 
courtesy of an over excited pet lamb. 

Despite all this Norma would not swap any of it and 
thoroughly misses the animals she cared for but maybe 
not mucking out in the good old British wet weather so 
much. Norma is truly an inspiration!!

a steam powered fairground carousel. We’re members of the 
Tees Valley Yesteryear Motor Club, an organisation for people 
with a penchant for historic wheeled conveyances with 2, 3 and 
4 wheels. Our most challenging outing has been their Eskdale 
‘Reliability Trial’, a roughly 100 mile route meandering through 
the North York Moors and taking in every 1 in 3 and 1 in 4 hill 
the organisers can find – as well as lots of 1 in 5’s and 1 in 6’s. 
I was exhausted by the end, so I’m full of admiration for those 
cars that completed the Le Mans race. The third photo shows us 
storming up Carlton Bank. 

I’ve even had my portrait painted by Georgina Truscott, using 
her computer art system. Her imagination of fictional success at 
a car show is below.

Now that it’s permissible, we plan to get out and about a bit, so 
if you see me parked anywhere, come over for a chat and if you 
see us whizzing by, do give us a wave. Nina storming up Carlton Bank.

Above: Brian’s 
splendid Singer 9 
Sport.

Left: Modified 2 
-seater format 
mimicking the Le 
Mans competition 
cars.

Norma’s sensational skydive.
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Till Death Us Do Part 
Written by Johnny Speight and 
starring Warren Mitchell, Dandy 
Nichols, Una Stubbs and Tony 
Booth, this programme would 
never have been commissioned 
by the BBC today. It exploded 
onto our screens in 1965 and was 
the subject of much criticism. 
Some of the episodes would 
be quite extreme by today’s 
standards but they were just 
about acceptable for the time. 
It was based around Alf Garnett 
who was a bigot in every sense of 
the word and the fact that the rest of the cast weren’t. Speight’s 
skill was that the writing of the plot was just the right side of 
acceptable. 
One notable exchange between Alf (Warren Mitchell) and Else 
(Dandy Nichols) was when he was explaining ‘. . . baby Jesus was 
born in a stable because there was no room at the Inn’ for Else 
to clarify ‘It was Christmas, so everything was full at Christmas’
Who would have believed then that Tony Booth who played 
the part of layabout son-in-law Mike Rawlins would be father-
in-law to a future Prime Minister!

Blind Date
This was an ideal role for Cilla Black in the 1980’s when she 
was the highest paid woman on television. It was a dating 
programme where three contestants vied to go on a blind 
date with one other contestant of the opposite sex. A screen 
divided the contestants so that the subject of the blind date 
had to choose from the three unseen contestants who gave 
excruciating answers to banal questions. The chosen one went 
on the blind date – all expenses paid.
Cilla’s opening question was always, ‘What’s your name chuck 
and where do you come from?’
The male contestants sometimes came on strong and flirted 
with Cilla, only to be put in their place by her reply, ‘Don’t be 
silly, I’ve got tights older than you!’.

CHEERS
Cheers was an American 
comedy sit-com based on 
a bar in Boston USA. The 
regulars of the bar share 
their experiences and 
lives with each other while 
drinking or working at 
the bar where everybody 
knows your name! Some 
of the cast completed the 
whole 275 episodes like 
Ted Danson (Sam Malone), 
George Wendt (Norm), 
John Ratzenberger (Cliff) 
and Rhea Perlman as Carla. 
‘Cheers’ was renowned for 
its dry humour. One of the best gags came from Cliff musing on 
the effects of alcohol: ‘Excessive intake of alcohol, as we know, 
kills brain cells. But naturally, it attacks the slowest and weakest 
brain cells first. Regular consumption of beer eliminates the 
weaker brain cells, making the brain a faster and more efficient 
machine. That’s why you always feel smarter after a few beers.’
Norm was also good with his one line retorts: ‘What would you 
say to a beer, Norm?’ ‘Daddy wuvs you.’
And a pearl from Rhea Perlman as Carla: ‘It was a magical 
moment. You know it was like I was transported back in time. 
I wasn’t a tired old woman with six kids. I was a fresh young 
teenager with two kids.’ 
‘Cheers’ ran for eleven seasons from 1982 until 1993.

Morecambe and Wise Christmas Special 
This show, in its time, 
got the highest viewing 
figures ever. Eric and 
Ernie became a British 
institution as their 
Christmas show shattered 
viewing records. The 
show consisted of various 
sketches, culminating with 
the last sketch in which 
they performed with, and 
generally ridiculed, a very 
famous personality. They 
managed to get Shirley Bassey to sing one of her hits dressed 
in her evening gown but substituting her glittery high heels 
for workmen’s boots. They also described Elton John’s singing 
of one of his hits as ‘rubbish’. Probably the most famous sketch 
of all was with André Previn (who they called Mr Preview) who 
said that Eric was playing all the wrong notes on the piano. Eric 
was quick to chastise Previn with what is probably the most 
famous retort in comedy history by saying, ‘I’m playing all the 
right notes - but not necessarily in the right order!’
Apparently Previn got first sight of the script in a taxi on route 
from the airport to the studio and performed it flawlessly.

      

TV REVIEW
This month we look back at some of the television programmes of yesteryear to see how 

they compare with today’s productions. 

Guest by  “Square Eyes”

Men falling asleep in front of the TV 
After dinner, sitting in my armchair in front of the fire 
watching the TV and having had my snifter of Glenfiddich 
whisky, there is nothing nicer than a little snooze as a 
preamble to going to bed. But am I allowed to do this? 
No. As soon as my eyelids meet I’m elbowed by my wife 
with the words, ‘You’re falling asleep’. Apart from it being 
the bleedin’ obvious, what in heaven’s name is wrong with 
men falling asleep in front of the telly? Basically, it’s the 
thing women do – aggravate men unnecessarily. They 
can’t stand their husbands falling asleep and having some 
enjoyment. If the situation was reversed, I would quite like 
my wife to fall asleep in front of the telly – then I could get 
some peace and quiet!

Paint Colours
What’s all this with paint colours? My neighbour came in 
the other day and said that she had Elephant’s Breath on 
the kitchen wall - apparently she couldn’t decide between 
that and Dead Salmon! I kid you not; these are genuine 
names of Farrow and Ball paint colours. When we were 
young we had only one paint – Distemper. It was great 
stuff, you could paint anything with it. You could even 
paint it on your sandshoes if you ran out of Blanco. People 
today don’t know they’re born.

Women presenters shouting on TV
Why is it that women presenters on TV always have to 
shout? Take any show in which women are presenting 
and they do their job by shouting their heads off. Claudia 
Winkleman and Tess Dally on ‘Strictly Come Dancing’ are 
particular culprits, as are all the women who present what 
is called ‘Daytime TV’. ‘Women Shouting During the Day’ is 
what I call it. On the subject of Claudia, what’s with that 
fringe? It must obliterate the top half of her vision. Surely 
she can’t see much above waist level.  It’s just as well she’s 
involved with a dancing contest and not a singing contest!

The Corona Virus 
And this Corona Virus stuff – what’s that all about? It’s 
never infected me but it’s stopped me going to the Co-op 
so volunteers do my shopping and they always forget the 
Sterident. What’s the world coming to? On the subject of 
the Co-op, they are building a new one in Castleton. When 
it opens I hope that they bring back the divvy! I remember 
when we saved the cheques in the vase on the mantle-
piece. We used to spend a good Saturday night totalling 
them up – much better than watching the rubbish on the 
television today – and I can still remember our cheque 
number – 62360!

Rod Stewart
Did you know that Rod Stewart was a Knight? Well, he is – 
an actual Knight of the Realm. How did he manage that? 
He can’t even sing! Him and his lot should have spent a 
spell in the Army – that would have sorted them out. In 
my day you became a Knight when you did something 
meaningful like rescue miners trapped in a shaft or saving 
children. But singing – no! Sometimes I give up – what’s 
the world coming to?

Castleton Post Office 
Do you know what I really miss? Castleton Post Office. It 
was so handy for where I live. It’s a good job St Paul didn’t 
live in Danby as he would have had to post his letters to 
the Corinthians in Guisborough. Ok, so there’s a new Post 
Office opened in Botton. Great for us – but too late for 
St Paul. That’s the main reason why there has never been 
one single Disciple that ever lived anywhere near the 
North York Moors, let alone Danby. Scandalous I call it.

I’m a grumpy old man and proud of it. Society needs me 
because I speak up when the rest remain silent on the issues 
of the day!

Grumpy Old Man



Quiz Time

Debbie
Revival North Yorkshire  07970 955407 Help and support

Information for our In Touch magazine

Amy Farmer
Revival North Yorkshire  07458 314552 Community Support Worker - Castleton 

and Danby area.

Tina Dixon 
Revival North Yorkshire  07458 314565 Community Support Worker - Staithes 

and Sleights area.

Katie Fletcher
Revival North Yorkshire 07458 314556

Digital Champion, Administrator, Social 
Media, and lots of other very useful 
things!

Emergency  999 Fire, police and ambulance.

Non-emergency Police  101 To give information or to report a minor 
incident.

NHS Direct 111 Urgent medical problem and you’re not 
sure what to do and Covid-19. 

Whitby DAG
Disability Action Group 07956751790 Help for people with a disability.

Citizens Advice Bureaux Scarborough: 01723 368710
National Helpline: 03444 111444 

Free confidential advice:
• Housing • Benefits • Faulty purchase
• Money • Law

Dementia Forward 0330 0578592 Supporting people affected by dementia 
across North Yorkshire.

Hospital Transport 0300 3302000

If you have no other means of getting 
to hospital, phone this number. You will 
need your NHS number. Can only be 
booked 3 days in advance.

NYCC Income Maximisation 01609 780780
Option 2 - Help to find out if you are 
getting all the benefits and support you 
are entitled to.

Useful Telephone Numbers

Disclaimer: We have done our best to provide you with the most accurate information we can. We apologise in advance 
for any discrepancies.
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Kindly submitted by Elaine Hunt

A.  NO COG

B.  DELCY

C.  SEE IN

D.  UNSHOD

E.  I SIP PIMS SIS

F.  GUSTA

G.  IRON GRADE (3,6)

H.  GOAL V

I.  FIE FLY

J.  ZOA MAN

K.  EL RIO

L.  NAB DUE

M.  ON HER

N.  E G SANG

O.  RAJ DON

P.  REIN H

Q.  SHE MAT

R.  NAN NOSH

S.  PIP LOOM

Anagrams: Rivers of the World

ANAGRAM ANSWERS - A. CONGO, B. CLYDE, C. SEINE, D. HUDSON, E. MISSISSIPPI, F. TAGUS, G. RIO GRANDE, H. VOLGA, 
I. LIFFEY, J. AMAZON, K. LOIRE, L. DANUBE, M.  RHONE, N.  GANGES, O. JORDAN, P. RHINE, Q. THAMES, R. SHANNON, S. LIMPOPO.


